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known as ‘reverse culture shock’. It had not even been that

long when | went back to Australia the first time; however |
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had already put in effort to adjust to a new place, so on
return | only saw the negative gaps on the Australia side
between my new home and my home Country. | have
become more balanced, Australia is not like that now for

me, and | see Australia as kind of as a tourist would see the


https://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1271433412180&zx=8eq0qikh2pu1
https://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1271433412180&zx=8eq0qikh2pu1
https://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1271433412180&zx=8eq0qikh2pu1
https://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1271433412180&zx=8eq0qikh2pu1

place, from an
outside
perspective but
with more prior
understanding. |
feel often out-sider
to my homeland; |
guess the above

quote is true.

During the Beijing Olympics my new colors came out,
along with my red “China” t-shirt. Australia should
rightfully make the top 5, however for the first time there
had to be a winner for the Olympics, it must be China! |
had never experienced national pride like this before, not
even during the Sydney 2000 Olympics. My new love is
okay, however the above quote is still true, where is really
home? | can become quite local, but it's only ‘local for a
foreigner’. | can’'t ever be truly Chinese, or ever truly
Australian. | started to understand the term ‘international

person’.

How many of us does reverse culture shock effect?
Although I live in Hong Kong, one thing | can relate to
more in Shenzhen more is that so many of us have a ‘home-
town’. “Where are you from? I’'m from Hebei, and you?”
“I'm from Shandong”. | feel like anyone, | might not be
from the same Nation, but many of us are from elsewhere
in this migrant city, so although most of us are Chinese, |
feel more at home often in Shenzhen. It is so interesting
speaking Cantonese to people who are non-Guangdong
locals, many of us non-Guangdongers speak Cantonese not

so well, or with a different accent. | feel more adequate

[£1] 2825
B
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when | stick to Cantonese, | can be speaking to another
migrant who is learning at a similar level. I'm too out of my

depth when using Putonghua.

For us non- Shenzhen locals, | think I'm not the only one
who has experienced a form of reverse culture shock. The
things that were once so normal back home become
strange after adjusting to life in Shenzhen. I think it is also
comforting for anyone who has any overseas Chinese
friends; they may have a special place in their heart for a
Western Country they lived, and may have experienced
reverse culture shock on return to China. Remember
however, Westerners can experience the same kind of

shock on going back to the West from life in China.

Reverse culture shock I think is possible to experience not
only when returning home from another Country, not only
from another province. This can be experienced when
moving to a new social setting then going back, so it is life.
Last time | visited Australia I felt really at home with the
Asian community in Melbourne. None of us fit in 100%, we
can speak a little of different Asian language, however
English among us was a common language. If | were ever
to move back to Australia, this is probably how I would

settle back in, with the international community.

Maybe it’s possible to experience something similar when
living in a different part of the same city when returning to
where you once lived. There is always the balancing act of
adjusting to language and life in China, and having friends
to relax with and speak to in my native tongue. I think it is
the same for people who natively speak a dialect of Chinese
not so local to Shenzhen. We are migrants. Now we are

Shenzheners.

AR feEnm R AR, FETATEHEATRERE. BRHE. AP SXANEFE. BRINALE
ORRL dr, BUSE SN BMETRE. THIREN, WEERR. 512120123@q9.com
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People are often unreasonable,
illogical and self-centered;
Forgive them anyway.
BEMREREN, AMIFRERSH
REFFFHAR
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If you are kind, people may
accuse you of selfish, ulterior

motives;
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Be kind anyway.
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X
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If you are successful, you will
win some false friends

And some true enemies;
Succeed anyway.
BIEMR2MEMMEERN, AIATAE
TR SEIRIR

IEEH, REREMIMER

If you are honest and frank,
people may cheat you;

Be honest and frank anyway.
REFEFREERIFRA
AAE—RZEHEEHESR
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What you spend years building,
Someone could destroy
overnight;

Build anyway.
MRIRIKE| T EEFER, M1
SURIPR

TEEH, RERERE

If you find serenity and
happiness, they may be jealous;
Be happy anyway.
RERMES, MIEEFHXHS
=i

TEEH, REREMES

The good you do today, people
will often forget tomorrow;

Be good anyway.
BERRRFHRBELTXMHR
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Give the world the best you
have,

And it may never be enough;
Give the world the best you
have anyway.
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You see, in the final analysis, it
is between you and God;

It is never between you and
them anyway.
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the final analysis, it is between
you and God; It is never
between you and them anyway.
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