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The Crisis of Shenzhong

Since Wang Zhanbao took the place
of Wang Zheng, Shenzhen Middle school
was gradually pushed aside from its old
way of educating, and students within
apparently forgot the past and principles
after a few days of resistance, now few
of them stand out to speak for students,
but most chose to be aside and accept
new policies passively, though these
policies were even to them ridiculous and
unacceptable. This is a loss of the spirit
of SZMS, for we once were people who
hold the principles and willing to devote
for public well while these unacceptable
changes came upon us. Before saying
something upon this issue, let’s take an
inventory of what’s going on, and then it
is up to you.

We hold these following saying
as common sense and ubiquitous right
things.

“That a school is established for
educating students.”

“Those who are responsible for
a school shall do their best to satisfy
students’ moderate need, which would
benefits their study and made their
school lives better, though there might be
some inevitable increase of cost.”

“A school shall not only aim at
fostering talent, but also educate more
good citizens.”

“As an important unit of education,
it is the responsibility of a school to teach
students self-leadership and the skills of
communicating in a proper way.”

“A great high school should have the
purpose of fostering students’ research
ability and curiosity.”

“Student shall be treated and
respected as individual.”

So here comes what they’ve done for
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our school in the recent short half year.

They implemented their policies
without a counsel with students and
survey within them.

They had abolished an institution
once we’'ve been proud of, which offers
students opportunities to choose extra
courses which we might be interested in.

They had imposed great burden of
exercises of each subject on students.

Their conduct in response to events
show nothing about the manner of a
citizen, for example, for the suicide case
happened last month, the principal
still have no comments or any personal
gestures so far.

They had put “Building Academic
High School, fostering creative talent,
erecting aesthetic disposition” as the
purpose of educating in school.

They had canceled all of these open
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public self-study room.

They had prohibited students to
choose which place to study during the
Self-study courses.

They had forbidden students
from entering into Jinbeizi dinning-
hall for meals, and down the price of
their products, which directly cause the
decrease of its quality.

They had forbidden students from
staying school for weekends.

For long, we students were
RESPECTED while school management
was going to make some change,
and we could then EXPRESS OUR
PERSPECTIVE upon any issue if there
was, or provide useful information and
suggestions which could improve their
scheme which we supported. But not
this time, through it all, we were not
informed any of essential information of
changes upon us. As students of SZMS,
we were out of the whole process making
scheme which directly impacts on us, but
accepted it after 2 months with silence.
Before this term, they did do some
communication with us, with those who
came from House 5 and House 6, and it
does work, but what have they done for
the rest of our schoolmates about this
issue? NOTHING!

My fellow schoolmates, here may I
ask you some question.

How did you feel when you know
those new policies as soon as you register
in school? As you know they have silently
done all the changes, could not we deem
that it is a totally deceive? Those who
shall be responsible for all acts more
like politician but not a school manager,
showing obscure gestures while they
were actually planning something right
opposite at the same time.

How could you just throw yourself
whole in dueling with the burden of
study and neglect what’s going on around
you? For the past eight years, what we
once have been proud of is not only great
achievement of graduated students and
those great universities they got in, but
something else, namely campus.

RackyLo said: “Shenzhong
impressed me the most by the equality
between people, by the respect to
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individual, and by making one realize the
infinity of possibility of passion.”

Here’s a common scene in SZMS
but unique in most of other schools in
China, in a late night, within a small
hostel room, eight guys are not sleepy
but discussing issues upon politics and
military, philosophy and economics,
literature and history, with respect to
each other and humble curiosity to the
unknown. That is what impressed me
the most by the school, the great infinity
of possibility of communicating, which
is ever-amazing things to do. But with
such a heavy burden of homework, most
students would be exhausted and feel
like not doing anything else about the
amusement of living.

Have not you ever experience
freedom which shows respects and
identity to your age and intelligence and
conscience in SZMS?

At the beginning of this term, I've
been told to queue up and then could get
into the hall while the morning school
assembly was held. From the beginning
of this term on, we are no longer able
to freely choose where to be during the
self-study courses and have to stay in the
class. The school explained that these
are for the security and orders, but over
the past 8 years, no accident had ever
taken place under the old institution.
The school management does gain some
convenience through these means, but
which students would lost was larger,
which, the freedom and trust and respect.

Where did you go during the
weekends if you were forced to stay in
school?

Where did you study but not in the
library or the public self-study room?

If you once was a common client of
the Jinbeizi Dining-hall, how do you feel
after been deprived the right to choose?

All of the above, were unacceptable
to most of the students, but why, why
is that, few stand out or just directly
express our feelings and suggestions
to the principal? We students from
SZMS, with initiatives and leadership,
sense of responsibility and care about
others, should not make simple things
complicated; it’s just saying what you

think is right to say it out; it has nothing
to do with courage and concerning
consequences, because it would not cause
any severe consequences, it’s just a one-
to-one talking.

Wang Zheng said: “SZMS it’s just
a school with only about 3000 students,
it’s not necessary to elect representatives
from students for communicating with
school office, everyone could and should
express his/her opinions, if there is.”

“Shenzhen Middle School is aimed
at fostering preeminent citizen with
leadership, thinking ability and creativity,
wherever they are, they would be able to
serve the society and care others at any
time.” This is the purpose of educating
of SZMS, which most students hold as
growing purpose as well, losing ability of
communicating might be the first step of
forgeting this purpose.

We could not lose the will to speak
up, even when the school tries to shut our
mouth, and we hold that a school should
provide students with opportunities of
communicating, not stifle it, encourage
students to make suggestions, not
smother it, and that is why, we shall not
keep silence.

If there is a day, that all students
in SZMS are silence, busy with their
own works all the day, care nothing but
themselves, that would be too tragic, but
now the situation is like a crisis, if we
keep doing nothing, tragedy would come
into truth.

One of my schoolmates said:
“In the past, SZMS is in service of
students, today, it is for the convenience
of managements.” Hopefully that
although the management of SZMS is
deteriorating, but the spirit of students of
the school shall never perish. Arise you
future preeminent citizen, for your rights,
for your schoolmates and those new
youths would soon come to our school,
for Shenzhong, arise, may your efforts, no
matter its influence is tiny or profound,
attendance shall activate SZMS, and raise
more into expressing their sound, that is,
what Shenzhen Middle School used to be,
and what Shenzhen Middle School shall
be.
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